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Welcome to the Plymouth 
University Architecture, Design 
and Environment Summer School 
which promises two weeks of 
learning, making friends and 
trying out new experiences.

Our Summer School will provide 
you with a unique experience to 
explore and develop your 
creativity, knowledge and Design 
Thinking. Our program is fast-
paced and hands-on with lots of 
practical team-work and 
collaboration. All of this happens 
within the impressive Roland 
Levinsky Building, offering some 
of the very best design studios in 
the UK, in the heart of one of the 
most beautiful parts of the 
country. There will be visits away 
from the city, fieldwork within it 
and optional activities at 
weekends. Our Student 
Ambassadors will be with you 
throughout your stay helping you 
navigate the city and explain more 
about Plymouth University and life 
in the UK.

In 2012 Plymouth University 
celebrated the 150th anniversary 
of higher education in the city and 
in 2013 we are proud to be 
identified as a top 100 world 
university (actually 53rd) under 
fifty years old. A fantastic 
achievement!

If you enjoy your time with us 
and I am sure you will, do come 
back! We are forging new 
partnerships in Asia, South 
America to build on Plymouth’s 
many longstanding links with 
universities throughout Europe 
and the rest of the world. I hope 
that you can join us for the 
Summer School and we very 
much look forward to meeting 
you.

Professor David Coslett
Deputy Vice-Chancellor
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SoCial aCTiViTieS
Here are just some of the many 
trips, visits and excursions, 
available to students on the 
Architecture, Design and 
Environment Summer School, 
designed to help you settle in, 
meet new people and maximise 
your free time in Plymouth:

• Group BBQ

• A full weekend in London

• A visit to the historic city of Exeter

•  A visit to the worlds largest indoor
rainforest at the Eden Project

• A visit to the Theatre Royal in
Plymouth

Programme
A provisional programme is included 
in this handbook (page 18). The latest 
summer school programme will be 
given to you ahead of your arrival. It 
will contain details of all the lectures, 
assessments and social activities.

FUll iNClUSiVe CoST
£1,800 (approximately $3000).
However, if you book before 1st 
April 2014 or are a student at a 
partner institution the cost is 
reduced to £1,500 (approximately 
$2500).

The fee includes:

• Airport pick-up and drop-off 
at Heathrow International 
Airport

• Accommodation, with individual 
room

• Meal plan (breakfast and lunch)

• Field trips and events, including
entry into the Eden Project, the
Theatre Royal, Bath Spa and
local tours

• Weekend in London

• University gym membership

aCaDemiC CoNTeNT
The Architecture and Design 
International Summer School 
offers a variety of design 
methodologies including IDEO’s 
world-renowned empathic Design 
Thinking innovation process.

Students will undertake a series of 
studio/workshop projects to 
explore a number of creative 
assignments that deal with social, 
environmental and cultural issues.

This will include: 

• Fieldwork in and around
Plymouth

• Student led classes

• Team work

YOUR SUMMER SCHOOL

WHY CHOOSE THE 
PLYMOUTH UNIVERSITY 
SUMMER SCHOOL?
•  Academic

Our teaching teams are all
established practitioners
designing products,
environments and
experiences for over 500
companies and organisations
all over the world.

•  Meet people
Our summer school is a
great way to meet people
from all around the World.

•  Enjoy Plymouth
A weekly programme of
events which give you an
opportunity to enjoy Plymouth
and the UK over the summer.

• Idea generating
techniques, sketch modeling,
developing concepts through
scenarios, model making, testing
your ideas

• The opportunity to present and
document your design proposals.

At the end of the summer school 
you will not only have achieved 
academically, but you will have 
acquired a valuable insight into 
European life, Design culture and  
experienced what it’s like to study 
in the UK.



DISCOVER
WITH
PLYMOUTH
UNIVERSITY



6

loCaTioN
Plymouth is located on the coast in 
the beautiful South West of England 
– an ideal location for both learning
and leisure, with plenty of quiet study 
spaces and recreational opportunities. 
Plymouth enjoys a combination of rural 
charm and modern city living, is about 
three hours by train from London and 
has ferry links to France and Spain.

The University is set in the heart of 
the city with shops, facilities and 
attractions nearby.

Plymouth is a vibrant waterfront city 
packed full of attractions. Come rain 
or shine you’ll find something for 
everyone among the city streets, 
surrounding countryside and marine 
environment beyond. There are  
well-known landmarks, historical  
sites and natural assets to explore 
across Plymouth’s many unique  
areas and districts.

PLYMOUTH -  
A bEAUTIfUL CITY 

SOME HIgHLIgHTS
IN AND AROUND
PLYMOUTH
•  National Marine Aquarium

www.national-aquarium.co.uk

•  Dartmoor National Park
www.dartmoor.co.uk

•  Plymouth’s Historic Barbican
www.plymouthbarbican.com

•  Plymouth Gin Distillery
www.plymouthgin.com

•  Mount Edgcumbe House
and Country Park
www.mountedgcumbe.gov.uk

Find out more about the  
University, Plymouth and the 
surrounding areas  
www.plymouth.ac.uk/location 
or www.visitplymouth.co.uk

Plymouth is a safe 
and vibrant 
waterfront city.  
It has fantastic 
leisure facilities, 
easy access to 
beaches and a 
natural landscape 
of moors and 
beautiful 
countryside.

“Plymouth –  
there’s nowhere 
quite like it”
Tom Daley, 
Olympian and  
World Champion diver

Plymouth is the largest city in the South 
West, with a population of over 250,000, 
and offers everything you would expect 
from a thriving and energetic community.

Devon has some of Europe’s most 
spectacular countryside and beaches 
and Plymouth’s enviable location 
between Dartmoor National Park and 
the sea makes it the ideal place to 
study, visit and live.
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CAMPUS fACILITIES

Following a massive 
investment in 
facilities, our 
campus has been 
transformed to 
include striking 
buildings and 
state-of-the-art 
learning and 
research facilities.

“The Times Higher 
Education 100 
Under 50 rankings 
highlight some 
exceptional 
achievements, 
so for Plymouth 
University to be 
rising in such a list 
against such tough 
global competition 
is a great 
achievement” .”
Times Higher rankings editor, 
Phil Baty

oUr CamPUS
Unlike most universities, our campus 
is based right in the heart of a thriving 
and vibrant maritime city ensuring that 
most amenities are within easy reach.

The University has recently 
undertaken a programme of major 
investment in facilities and the 
campus has been transformed 
including many striking new buildings 
and state-of-the-art teaching, 
learning and research facilities.

STUDy FaCiliTieS
Plymouth University offers great library 
resources and facilities. Not only does 
the Seale-Hayne Library open 24 hours 
per day, but it also offers excellent 
electronic and traditional resources, 
open access computer areas and 
bookable study spaces.

leiSUre FaCiliTieS
The Nancy Astor Building houses a 
four-court sports hall, a health and 
fitness centre, café and energy centre.

SUPPorT
Throughout your studies there will 
always be plenty of help available. 
You will be allocated a member of 
teaching staff to support you and help 
to monitor your progress.

To ensure you make the most of your 
time at Plymouth University there 
is dedicated support from Student 
Ambassadors, academic lecturers, 
our International Office and the 
Events Team.

relax
There are plenty of cafés and food 
outlets available on campus where 
you can relax and meet up with 
friends, have fun and socialise. 
The university campus is home 
to the Students’ Union, banking 
facilities and a bookshop.

Plymouth City Centre is only 
a few minutes walk from the 
University campus. Here, you’ll find 
many of the UK’s biggest stores 
in the region as well as many 
places to eat and socialise.



COME  
AND STAY
WITH
PLYMOUTH
UNIVERSITY



12

WHERE YOU WILL LIVE
HallS oF reSiDeNCe
During your stay in Plymouth, you 
will be living in our halls of residence 
accommodation. The halls are near to 
the main campus and the city centre.  
A large communal courtyard with 
seating is located at the heart of the 
halls complex.

All students will be accommodated  
in single study bedrooms in flats  
shared by six residents. Each flat has 
a communal kitchen with all the 
modern facilities you would expect.

Bedding and towels are provided with 
laundry facilities available on site at 
additional cost.

iNTerNeT aCCeSS
All summer school students have free 
internet access, although, there is no 
wireless network in halls, so you will 
need an Ethernet cable, which you can 
purchase on campus or in town.

SUPPorT CeNTre
During your stay, you can make use of 
our gym situated in the Nancy Astor 
Building. Please note that you will need 
to attend a short induction before 
using the gym equipment.

mealS
Breakfast and lunch are provided. 
There are many restaurants and 
cafes nearby for evening meals, or 
you can buy groceries from one of 
the many local supermarkets and 
prepare your own food. Information 
on these will be provided in your 
welcome packs. There will be a 
varied menu on offer and we can 
cater for special dietary requirements 
if you notify us in advance.

You will be responsible for purchasing 
additional items such as drinks and 
snacks between meals.

WHAT YOU gET
•  Individual single bedroom

in a six bedroom flat

•  Modern kitchen and
bathroom facilities

•  Bedding and towels provided
with access to laundry facilities

•   Free internet access
(Ethernet cable required)

• Breakfast and lunch each day
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PREPARINg fOR 
YOUR VISIT

CUlTUre
This trip gives you a great opportunity 
to experience British culture. The clothes, 
food and behaviour may seem strange 
compared to what you are used to at 
home. Most international students find 
that they soon become accustomed to 
their surroundings and enjoy their time 
in Plymouth.

During your stay in Plymouth, the 
support team, Student Ambassadors 
and academics will always be there to 
help in anyway we can.

CloTHiNg
Like the rest of the UK, Plymouth’s 
climate is largely unpredictable! 
However, it tends to be milder than 
other parts of the UK and, generally, 
the summer (June to early September) 
is warm, though rarely very hot.

Dress for the Architecture, Design 
and Environment Summer School is 
informal.

It does rain a lot in Britain so make  
sure you pack your waterproof coat 
or invest in an umbrella!

eleCTriCal eqUiPmeNT
The electricity supply in the UK is  
230 volts with a frequency of 50 Hertz.  
If you buy or bring electrical appliances 
(laptop etc) with you, make sure that 
they are connected to a plug fitted  
with a fuse of the correct rating.

Alternatively, make sure you bring an 
adaptor with you that will work in the 
UK. You can buy these once you arrive 
in the UK too.

iF yoU are ill
If illness or personal problems are 
affecting your time with us, you 
should contact one of our Student 
Ambassadors or a member of staff 
who will provide assistance.

If you are taking medicines, please 
make sure you bring adequate 
medication for the duration of the 
summer school.

bRITISH CULTURE
queueing – Some say that 
standing in queues is a favourite 
British past-time! Queue etiquette 
can be complicated so try to 
observe what others are doing  
and follow them.

Punctuality – Timetables for 
lectures, and social trips and 
activities are very tightly scheduled 
and it is important not to arrive late.

Weather Talk – British people like to 
talk about the weather. It is usually 
a way to start a brief conversation 
between strangers but you will find 
that many meetings start with a 
chat about the weather (especially 
if the weather is bad!).

Things to consider 
before you travel  
to the UK and 
Plymouth University
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MONEY AND bUDgETINg

CaSH
There is no limit on the amount of 
money you can bring with you into 
Britain, but you may need the  
approval of exchange control in  
your own country.

If you are carrying €10,000 (or equivalent 
currency) in cash to the UK and you are 
travelling from outside the European 
Union (EU) you must complete a cash 
declaration form. More information 
is available from HM Revenue and 
Customs form C9011 at  
www.hmrc.gov.uk

TraVellerS’ CHeqUeS
It is safer to bring large sums of money 
in travellers’ cheques, which can be 
cashed in banks, post offices and 
airports but be aware that there is 
often a minimum commission charge.

CarDS
Credit and debit cards are widely 
accepted in the UK, Mastercard 
(Access) and Visa credit cards being 
the most common. Diners Club and 
American Express are less common. 
You can withdraw cash from a 
cashpoint machine (also known 
as an ‘ATM’) if you have a Personal 
Identification Number (PIN) for  
that card.

You may want to inform your current 
bank that you are going to the UK and 
ask if you can use your card here.

BaNkiNg
There are HSBC cash machines on 
campus where you can withdraw 
money and many banks in Plymouth 
City Centre where you can exchange 
travellers cheques.

You will need to check with your own 
bank whether your credit card or cash 
card is valid for use in the UK and what 
bank charges may apply.

Start preparing well in advance by 
asking for advice from your bank  
at home.

PerSoNal SPeNDiNg
You should make sure you bring 
enough money to cover your personal 
expenses for the duration of the 
summer school. You might consider 
bringing cash, travellers cheques, a 
cash card or credit card with you.

Please do not carry large amounts of 
cash with you or keep large amounts  
of cash in your room.

You will need some money for personal 
purchases including drinks, snacks, 
phone calls and other personal items. 
You may find that the cost of living in 
the UK is much higher than in your  
own country.

Here is an idea of how much various 
items cost in the UK (although, prices 
can be much higher in London):

Daily newspaper £0.50 – £1.20

Paperback book £6.00+

Magazines £2.00 – £5.00

Cup of tea £0.80+

Cup of coffee £1.00 – £3.00

Non-alcoholic drink £1.00

Glass of wine £3.00+

Pack of cigarettes £8.50+

Start preparing for 
your journey well in 
advance by asking 
for advice from 
your bank at home
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A DESIGN FOR LIFE

THE WORLD IS IN MOTION

The world is in motion; the pace of 
its evolution ebbs and flows with 
the needs of its people and the 
environment. Design – great design 
– is the DNA that encodes that
development and advancement. 

As the needs of the planet change, 
so do the demands placed upon its 
architects, designers and 
practitioners of space, place and 
construction. It follows, that to 
inspire the next generation of 
designer requires an education that 
is open to cultural exchange, 
creativity by osmosis, flexible and 
fleet of mind.

At Plymouth University, we believe 
that higher education is not simply a 
‘passport to a career’; it must be 
truly remarkable to empower 
students to become leaders and 
innovators in their field. Though its 
roots lie in world-class teaching, 
that education draws upon the 
research expertise of the university, 
its global reputation for 
sustainability and inter-disciplinary 
collaboration. As a result, our best 
researchers are fully involved in 
teaching, and we encourage our 
students to become researchers 
themselves. Our project work 
stretches across subject areas and 
boundaries, and involves much 
interactive collaboration with 
partners all over the world. Indeed, 
many of our assignments address 
real issues brought to us by 
businesses, communities, 
neighbourhoods and towns.

A global opportunity requires a 
global response. Our people come 
from all corners of the world – from 
Hong Kong, India, Iraq, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, Poland, Spain, the USA and of 
course the United Kingdom. 

We value open-mindedness and the 
ability to understand and operate 
internationally. This makes us 
welcoming to international students 
and colleagues, and enables us to 
provide a truly global perspective in 
our education and research.

www1.plymouth.ac.uk/internationalplymouth/hss
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eVeNiNg aND  
WeekeND aCTiViTieS
Plymouth has many excellent 
restaurants. Some feature international 
cuisine such as Indian, Italian, 
Japanese, Thai and Mexican food, 
while others offer the best in local 
produce, especially seafood; trying 
‘fish’n’chips’ is a must for any visitor!

Many of these restaurants are located 
on or near the historic Barbican, an 
area which is also home to many bars, 
and from which you can take a variety 
of boat trips around the Plymouth 
Sound, to seaside towns in Cornwall 
and along the Tamar River.

There is live music to be found most 
nights on the Barbican and in late 
July the area hosts the Barbican 
International Jazz and Blues Festival.

The city also benefits from the recently 
refurbished Theatre Royal, one of the 
best regional theatres in the country, 
which often features plays and shows 
which have transferred from the 
London West End and showcases the 
best new drama via the Drum Theatre. 

moVie NigHTS
During the movie nights in weeks one 
and two we will be showing a film that 
expresses British culture in our own  Jill 
Craigie Cinema.

oPTioNal Day TriP –
exeTer CiTy CeNTre
Exeter is an historic Cathedral and 
University city which has a rich and 
varied heritage of buildings and 
townscape. As well as a rich and 
varied history, which dates back over 
2000 years, this city has a modern and 
vibrant city centre. It is a 45 minute train 
journey from Plymouth along the coast.

railWayS
Plymouth train station can connect 
you to locations all over Devon and 
Cornwall. 

OPTIONAL DAY TRIPS 
& EVENINg ACTIVITIES

TAkE 
THE HELM
WITH
PLYMOUTH
UNIVERSITY

Exeter

aWarDS CeremoNy
All summer school students are 
invited to an awards ceremony  where 
there will be speeches and 
presentations.

20
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The city of Exeter is situated on the 
River Exe in the County of Devon. 

Full of character and ancient history, 
Exeter was the most south-westerly 
Roman fortified settlement in Britain 
and it’s stunning cathedral dates back 
to Norman times. 

DAY TRIP –  
EXETER CITY



The Eden Project is an exciting 
attraction where you can explore your 
relationship with nature, learn new 
things and get inspiration about the 
world around you.

With loads to do, here’s the top 10 
reasons to visit the Eden Project:

 1  The world’s largest rainforest 
in captivity with steamy jungles 
and waterfalls

 2  Cutting edge architecture 
and buildings

 3  Stunning garden displays all 
year round

 4  World-class sculpture and art

 5  Evening gigs and concerts

 6  Educational centre and 
demonstrations to inspire all ages

 7  Brilliant local, fairly traded food in 
the restaurants and cafes

 8  A rainforest lookout that takes you 
above the treetops

 9  Living example of regeneration and 
sustainable living

10  Free land train pulled by a tractor.

DAY TRIP – 
EDEN PROJECT
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There is no day trip during week  two. 
Instead, the last weekend of  the 
Architecture, Design and 
Environment Summer School will be 
spent in London. This is  a chance to 
explore the capital city and to say 
goodbye to the friends you have 
made during your stay in the UK.
Along the way you will also get to 
experience the ancient and awe 
inspiring Stonehenge. 

aCCommoDaTioN
During your time in London, you will 
be staying in University College 
London (UCL) halls of residence.

These converted grade II Victorian 
Houses are arranged in a mixture of 
twin and single rooms. Situated just 
opposite ICL main site on Gower 
Street, John Tovell House is made 
of converted grade II Victorian 
Houses. John Tovell House offers 
accommodation in a mixture of twin 
and single rooms on a room only basis.

All bedrooms are fully carpeted 
and have:

• Wash hand basin

• Bed linen

• A towel

There are kitchens and communal 
bathrooms throughout the buildings. 
The kitchens are equipped with basic 
essentials for guests who wish to cater 
for themselves.

A launderette is also available in 
this residence.

The British Museum is only a five 
minute walk away as is busy Tottenham 
Court Road providing its many shops, 
bars and restaurants to suit all tastes 
and budgets. Oxford Street, Soho, 
Theatreland and China Town are also 
within walking distance.

mealS
Breakfast is provided in the course 
fee but you will need to buy your  
own lunches and evening meals  
whilst in London.

We will be able to advise you on 
places to do this.

YOUR SUMMER SCHOOL

POPULAR ATTRACTIONS
Popular attractions that you won’t 
want to miss:

• British Museum

•  Tate Modern

•  National Gallery

• Natural History Museum

•  London Eye

•  Science Museum

•  Victoria and Albert Museum

•  Madame Tussauds

•  National Maritime Museum /
Royal Observatory

•  Tower of London

Further information about 
things to do in London including 
theatres, sightseeing, events and 
restaurants can be found at  
www.visitlondon.com

With so many 
attractions, both 
historical and 
contemporary, 
London is one of 
the world’s most 
exciting cities to 
explore.



UNiTeD kiNgDom
Plymouth is located in the South West 
of the UK between Dartmoor National 
Park and the sea and is the largest city 
in the region.

It is serviced by all major transport 
services with its own railway station 
and bus station close to the city centre 
and University campus.

Plymouth is easily accessible by 
road following the M5 motorway and 
continuing on the A38 Expressway  
at Exeter.

Plymouth is well connected to the 
rest of the United Kingdom and is  
about a three hour train journey  
from London.

By coach, it is a 4-5 hour journey to 
London and the Plymouth bus  
station is very close to campus and 
the city centre.

PlymoUTH
Plymouth is the city that shaped the 
lives of Drake, Darwin and many more 
who set sail from her harbour with a 
burning spirit of discovery. Today, her 
maritime heritage has blended with 
contemporary culture to create a city 
with a strong international tradition 
offering the best in entertainment, 
nightlife and shopping.

The city’s modern pedestrian centre 
– right next door to the campus has
all the usual high street shops as well 
as bars, cafés, clubs and restaurants. 
In contrast, the Barbican area is one 
of the oldest parts of Plymouth, here 
narrow Elizabethan streets house small 
quirky shops, art galleries, bars and 
the Gin Distillery, world famous for its 
unique gin since 1793. Opposite the 
Barbican stands one of the best and 
most modern scientific exhibitions in  
Europe – the National Marine Aquarium.

Beautiful Cornish 
beaches, gently 
rolling Devonshire 
hills and miles of 
lush English 
countryside along 
with exciting cities 
that mix fascinating 
history with vibrant 
culture.

fIND  
YOUR WAY
WITH
PLYMOUTH
UNIVERSITY
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Plymouth has a rapidly developing music and comedy scene focused on the Plymouth Pavilions – a multi-million pound 
complex attracting many top productions and bands – the smaller venues hosting a wealth of up-and-coming local talent. 
Of the city’s four theatres, the largest is the Theatre Royal, which attracts – and has produced – many West End successes. 
Cinema ranges from a 15-screen multiplex to an arts centre concentrating on less mainstream movies.
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The Nancy astor building houses a 
four-court sports hall, a health and 
fitness centre, café and energy centre.

The Portland Square building, with 
premises for the Peninsula College of 
Medicine and Dentistry and Faculty  
of Science and Environment schools.

The marine building opened in 2012 
and houses a wave tank designed for 
testing wave and tidal energy as well 
as a ship simulator.

The Charles Seale-Hayne library 
provides students and staff with  
24/7 access to computing and media 
areas, a range of study environments 
and café.

The award-winning Roland Levinsky 
Building is home to the Faculty of 
Arts and Humanities and Peninsula 
Arts.  It also hosts community and 
business events and with its 
exhibition areas,  a theatre, café, 
gallery and cinema,  it is fast 
becoming a focal point of the city’s 
cultural quarter.

THE CAMPUS
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EVENTS TEAM
Plymouth University 
Drake Circus
Plymouth PL4 8AA 
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)1752 586 030

Email: summerschool@plymouth.ac.uk

www.plymouth.ac.uk




